A T the beginning of 2018, first I would like to sincerely thank you for your support to the IEEE Transactions on Network Science and Engineering (TNSE) in various capacities in the past year. With the great effort and support from the authors, readers, the editorial board, the steering committee, and the staff members, the IEEE TNSE has continued to grow in terms of impact, quality, and quantity.
I have the following good news to share with you.
TNSE is now indexed in the Clarivate Analytics Emerging Sources Citation Index (ESCI), a new edition of the Web of Science. The impact factor of TNSE will be released soon. Best Paper Awards will be established to recognize top quality TNSE papers and attract high quality papers to TNSE, and Outstanding Editor Awards will be created to recognize the best Associate Editors for their outstanding service to the TNSE community. An award committee will be formed to select candidates for Best Paper Awards and Outstanding Editor Awards. TNSE is pleased to participate in a free trial offering of the new IEEE DataPort data repository, which supports authors in hosting and referring to their datasets during the article submission process. With DataPort, authors can enjoy more exposure to their data-based research, easy access to their data benchmarks, long-term storage and accessibility, participation of data challenges and competitions, and many more. The number of submissions in 2017 has increased by a factor of 2.6, compared to that in 2016. This is a strong indicator of a healthy and continuous growth of TNSE and the community. Special issues are intended to publish articles on timely and relevant topics. Thanks to a short review cycle and contemporary topics, special issues usually help increase paper submissions, attract readership, and improve the impact factor of a journal. I am very pleased to introduce to you that TNSE will publish the following two special issues in upcoming issues.
The first special issue is on scalability and privacy in social networks. Recently, the growing popularity of online social networks and their emerging applications have attracted much attention from both academia and industry. Due to their nature, social networks are considered as sources of big data containing large amounts of privacy-sensitive information. A social network is frequently abstracted using a mathematical model such as a graph, which is usually very large, that can later be used as an input to other algorithms for further processing. Recent reports show that if the abstractions of social networks are not properly designed, a large amount of private information can be extracted from them. As the area of data science and related technologies are getting more mature, it is highly possible that what is considered a safe abstraction of social networks today, becomes unsafe tomorrow. Unfortunately, the problem of designing privacy-aware social network abstractions is very challenging. This special issue aims to provide a prime venue for researchers from both academia and industry to discuss about this compelling, yet not well-understood, problem.
The second special issue is on learning-based modeling, management and control in computer networks. Recent years have witnessed growing interest in artificial intelligence, machine learning and big data. With the help of big data, emerging artificial intelligence and machine learning techniques have made tremendous successes on various applications. However, limited efforts have been made to explore these emerging techniques in improving modeling, management and control in computer networks, such as Internet and mobile wireless networks. It remains unclear if they can work efficiently and effectively when being applied to complicated problems in computer networks. Furthermore, consideration of distributed data acquisition, computation and communication in networks poses new challenges and provides new opportunities to the design and implementation of machine learning algorithms especially on power-limited and compute-limited networked devices. This special issue represents one of the first publication venues focusing on this timely topic, which is expected to bring attentions in the academia and industry to the advancements in interdisciplinary research at the intersection of machine learning and networking.
Finally, I would like to say thank you for the continued support from all of you, authors, readers, associate editors, the steering committee, and the staff members. TNSE would not have achieved this level of success without your support and service. We will make every effort to maintain the high quality of TNSE as one of the premier IEEE Transactions.
Dapeng Oliver Wu
Editor-in-Chief
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